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University of Gibraltar secures global recognition by joining the Commonwealth
Scholarship and Fellowship Plan

The University of Gibraltar has joined the prestigious Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship
Plan (CSFP) bringing global recognition and an acknowledgement of its PhD research programme.

The CSFP was established in 1959 since when over 30,000 individuals have benefited. The
scholarships aim to sustain the principles of the Commonwealth. It is one of the largest and most
prestigious scholarship schemes for international study in the world.

Prof Daniella Tilbury, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Gibraltar said: ‘This is a significant
milestone in the development of our institution. It places Gibraltar, and our PhD research degrees,
on a global map of prestigious universities. To have achieved this in less than 18 months is
testament to the work of the team here and our success in establishing the research degrees as
meeting a tough, globally recognised, standard.’

Prof John Wood, Secretary General of the Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU), which
oversees the CSFP, said: ‘The ACU is delighted that the University of Gibraltar is offering the
territory’s first-ever Commonwealth Scholarship. These scholarships are available in more
countries than ever before, and offer young people across the Commonwealth the chance to
experience study and culture in new destinations’.

The Gibraltar Commonwealth Scholarship, which is to be launched on April 7th, is supported by
HMGOG.

The Chief Minister, The Hon Fabian Picardo QC commented, ““HM Government of Gibraltar
continues to support the University, and is pleased to support the establishment of a Gibraltar
Commonwealth Scholar. This will raise the standing of the University and of Gibraltar
internationally in a Commonwealth context, at a time when we are particularly seeking to improve
our international partnerships.”

The Minister for Education, Dr John Cortes, explained why this is such an important milestone -
‘Our University’s postgraduate research work is proving to be one of its earliest successes.
Bringing an international student into our growing research community will greatly benefit
development in this area.”
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The chosen scholar will spend three years in Gibraltar contributing to a core area of the University
as a PhD researcher. Commenting on the research programme, Prof Daniella Tilbury said: ‘A core
objective for our programme is to create an ongoing legacy for Gibraltar that sits as comfortably in
its exploration of our unique past as it does assessing the outlook for our future. Gibraltar is known
as a centre of excellence for finance as well as online and digital businesses and we are immensely
proud to be able to add our PhD programme to this global profile.’
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Notes to editors:
University of Gibraltar

The University of Gibraltar has identified research goals that align with the University’s strategic
pathways and that will inform activities over the next five years. In line with this, the

University’s research effort should:
e Create a research legacy for Gibraltar and on Gibraltar-related matters of interest
internationally
e Match our strengths with opportunities
e Create adynamic research environment to promote research excellence
¢ Investinindividuals and provide the infrastructure and support for each to excel in his or her
chosen field of inquiry or expression

There are 10 students on the research programme. Some areas of research include:

e |dentifying the risk factors that affect the quality of life of patients with Alzheimer’s disease
as well as their caregivers in Gibraltar

¢ Understanding how digital technology is shaping teaching and learning in our schools

e How climate change is affecting the waters surrounding Gibraltar and organisms within it

e Exploring Gibraltar’s literature to record Gibraltarian culture and identity through close
reading and analysis of local writers and their works

e A study of organizational change for corporate sustainability with a focus on assessing
Gibraltar’s water industry core business practices

For information about the Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan visit https://www.acu.ac.uk/




